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Causes of Discontent in Virginia, 1676. 

[Winder Papers, Vol. II, pp. 169 to 173, Va. State Library.] 
(continued.) 

NORTHAMPTON GRIEVANCES. 

The Agreevances of ye Inhabitants in Gen" to say Hous- 
keepers and {freeholders of Northamp' County committed unto 
theire Burgesses to p r sent unto yo' Right Hon" 1 * Gov** his coun- 
cell and Burgesses humbly — 

Petitioning for Redress. 

1. Whereas our county som yeares since was, contrary to our 
expectation, divided into two counties to our great Detriment 
and Loss notwithstanding ye great advantage Coll. Scarborough, 
y" made and p' cured to ye county of Accomack ag°' Leut" 
Coll. Waters y" his ffellow Burgess ; ye premises dewly consid- 
ered Desire (as we humbly conceive) but Reasonable, y' our 
County may be answerably Inlarged as theirs. 

2. That we may have Liberty graunted us to choose a new 
vestery, and y' every three yeares a new vestery may be chosen. 

3. That ye act concerning paying for killing of Wolves, 
Beares, Wilde Cats & Crows, or ye Like, may be Repealed 
since no man but will, for his own good & security, Indevour to 
ye utmost to destroy all possably he can. 

4. That any houskeepers may have a coppy at any time of ye 
clerk of ye Lists of Tithables, and by ye s'd clerk attested, pay- 
ing Reasonably for ye same. 

5. That no p'son may be sett Tax ffree but by a full board, 
and not by any magistrates p'ticular favor to ye great opression 
of other poore p'sons. 

6. That it may be graunted us to make a free choyse of six 
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housekeepers, w* out Interposing of any over Ruling Majis- 
tratre, and to continue yt Numb' who may be admited and 
authorized to sitt, vote, assess and examine ye Lists of Tithables 
yearely at ye Laying of ye county Leavy, giving them Lawfull 
Notice of ye same to prevent future opressions and abuses, as 
we humbly susspect and conclude to have Received heretofore, 
w*" Reasonable Request, if deny'd us, must and will submit. 
Then crave (by ye Reason) we have a court of Brothers ; Prive- 
ledge may be granted us and confirmed (if they continue) to 
have our choyce of ye s'd foure Brothers, two of them only to 
sitt at our s'd yearly assessing ye County Leavy. 

7. That our County Records may bee free open for every man 
to search and Require coppies as theire occasions, from time to 
time, shall and may Require at ye apoynted place and office, 
paying ye Clerk his just fees. 

8. That courts may be kept more duly according to Act of 
Assembly, w" 1 out often Reseuringment at pleasure, without ap- 
perent just cause to ye great charge & detriment of ye People, 
as allso sitting at ye apoynted hours; ye contrary forcing peop., 
Espeschally in Winter, to Return home and to Comitt theire 
business unto others to theire Loss and Dissatisfaction, or els 
expose themselves to trouble and be Bourthensome to theire 
Neighbours housen, w'ch possable may be prevented by early 
sitting. 

9. That we may have Liberty to appeale, in any Dubius case, 
though depending upon a far smaller value than Three Thousand 
pounds of Tobacco w oh would not heretofore be p'mitted. 

10. That no Drink may be sold w^in a mile of ye Courthouse 
at any of ye court sitting days, Considering ye Detraction of 
time and ye Rudeness of people where Drink is sold at courts, 
neglecting theire business, spending and wasting theire Estates, 
abusing themselves and Authority, Quarreling and fighting w" 1 
all Imagenary Illconveniences, and evill concequences thereby 
accruing. 

11. That no ordinary, or petty Tipling house may be allowed 
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in our county; a means to keep young freemen and others from 
Running into Maryland. 

12. That there may be a considerable fine and stricter Injunc- 
tion Inserted or added to the act concerning ye court to examine 
theire orders in open court and not any pticular Majestrate to 
presume ye same Private at his house w oh ye clerk contrary to 
the true Tenure of Law (in force) when often yt Majestrate so 
doing is not prsnt at half of ye orders entered, whereby possable 
many 111 conveniences may arise and corruption practised as 
heretofore on our Eastern Shore. 

13. The mooving case of ye s'd act, as upon Just complaint, 
that Sheriffs and clerks may be ordered to doe something ex 
officio as well as magistrates and other officers, as for intending 
ye orphants court when often none or few accompts be brought 
in; and usually done at the county court time. Ditto as to 
orders and coppy of orders; so constables, survayers of high- 
ways summoning ye People to choose Burgesses, Returning 
them, summonsing of Juries before need, when often times in 3 
or 4 courts not one cause is put to a Jury, or at Least to mode- 
rate theire fees, w ek by those means and ye Like they Raise often 
unreasonable sums and allowed them. 

14. That ye Indians of ye Eastern shore in Virginia may be 
obliged to kill a certaine Numb' of wolves yearly, having a dayly 
opportunity by Ranging ye woods; for Such Satisfact" as may 
be thought fit w lk out ye p'fit of p'ticular men. 

15. That no Sheriff may officiate two yeares together. 

16. That no p'son may be admitted to beare any office untill 
he hath bin an Inhabeitant five years in ye Place where he shall 
officiate, and yt all those not of that continuance may be Dis- 
missed untill further Tryall of theire Fidelity & Trust. 

17. That whereas our shore is Incompassed w tt Sholes Inso- 
much yt no ships but of small burden can come to Trade and 
those yt come but few and Inconsiderable. It may be tacken in 
consideration and accordingly ordered yt no psons in our coun- 
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try may be suffered to Ingross any commodaties (as formerly) 
to ye great prjudice of ye communtry; to say yt no man shall 
within six weeks or wt time may be thought conven* after ye 
ships or vessell moveing in ye creek Buy more than his own crop 
doth amount unto at any store. 

Wee, ye Inhabitants of Northampt County, In Virginia, hav- 
ing given in our agrievances to our Burgases do make choyce of 
of these tenn men as Trustees to draw our agreevances in a mill 
and Ample man'. To be by them Dilivered to our Lawfull Bur- 
gassess. 

Signed, Jno. Michael, Seny', 

Tho: Harmanson, 
John Waterson, 
Richard Lamby, 
Thomas Huntt, 
Will Spencer, 
Jn. Custis, Jr., 
Argoll Yardley, 

The marke of 

Arthur A Apsher, 

The marke of 

Wm. W Slaiting. 



